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Vice Principals gain provincial recognition for Council for School Leadership 

Distinguished Leadership Awards   

 
GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB – Congratulations to Vice Principals Andrea Couture and Charlie Kraig 
for being selected as the provincial recipients of the Council for School Leadership (CSL) 
Distinguished Leadership Award. The award annually recognizes outstanding Alberta school 
leaders who have succeeded in providing high-quality learning opportunities for students.  
 
Andrea Couture and Charlie Kraig will be among 18 other recipients who will be honoured with a 
plaque of recognition and a special dinner ceremony at the CSL Alberta Distinguished 
Leadership Awards today in Calgary.  
 
“Ensuring students receive high quality instruction and support our school administrators to 
provide excellent instructional leadership are priorities in GPPSD,” said Alexander (Sandy) 
McDonald, Superintendent for the Grande Prairie Public School District. “Mme Couture and Ms. 
Kraig personify excellence in both instruction and leadership. They are extremely deserving of 
this recognition and we are proud of them and grateful for their efforts on behalf of our students, 
our teachers, and our school community." 
 
Andrea Couture  

Andrea pursued her passion for second language learning and 
completed a Bachelor of Arts and Education at Université Sainte-Anne 
and Master of Education in Modern Languages through the University of 
British Columbia. For the past nine years, Andrea has had a number of 
roles with the Grande Prairie Public School District including teaching 
Grade Five and being an Academic Support Teacher in a French 
Immersion setting. Andrea has been in the role of Vice Principal for 
École Parkside for the last two years.  
 
Andrea was an Instructional Coach for the District for two years and 
describes the career highlight as a “very fortunate opportunity”. This role 

allowed Andrea to work with other teachers to encourage professional development and 
improve student learning in classrooms.  
 
Andrea was nominated by Joanne Pitman, District Principal, for her exemplary work with 
instructional excellence in teaching and student success. In Andrea’s nomination summary, 
Joanne shared: “Her gentle support for teachers, students and parents is remarkable, especially 
when combined with her persistent commitment to reflective practice as leader.”  
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Charlie Kraig 
Charlie graduated from University of Lethbridge with a Bachelor of Arts 
and Education and completed her Master of Arts in Leadership Studies 
at University of Victoria. She joined the District in 2003 as a Classroom 
Teacher at Crystal Park School and over the years, taught Grades Two 
to Nine. Charlie moved to Alexander Forbes in 2014 and has continued 
to create an inclusive school culture in her role as the Vice Principal. 
Some of Charlie’s career highlights include: working on an ongoing 
leadership research project with Dr. Lisa Starr from McGill University 
and taking part in the growth of Reading University as an Instructor for 
four years.  
 

Charlie was nominated for the CSL Distinguished Leadership Award by Jill Burgess, also a Vice 
Principal at Alexander Forbes. In the nomination summary, Jill describes Charlie as admirable 
for her “level of commitment to effective programming that equally respects student needs and 
teacher instructional needs.”  
 
The District would like to thank both recipients for their outstanding work as Vice Principals and 
continuous commitment to learning and student success. For more information, visit 
www.gppsd.ab.ca and follow GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter.  
 
About The Council for School Leadership: The Council for School Leadership (CSL) is a 
specialist council with the Alberta Teachers’ Association that focuses on supporting and 
developing school leadership excellence across Alberta schools. The cadre of Distinguished 
Alberta School Leaders are people who are looking to challenge the status quo, improve 
learning in their contexts, and be equipped for higher levels of leadership. These individuals are 
considered role models in a vibrant network of educational leaders with the confidence and 
capabilities to lead innovative change for 21st century learning - the Council for School 
Leadership. For more information, visit www.csl.teachers.ab.ca.  
 
About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public School 
District is a learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of 
over 8,000 students. The Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of 
Preschool, French Immersion, Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and 
International Baccalaureate programs catered to students and parents of the Grande Prairie 
community. Growing from 15 schools to 18 schools in September 2017, the District serves 
students from Preschool through Grade 12 and believes in creating a nurturing environment 
where “Every Student Succeeds.” For more information, please visit www.gppsd.ab.ca and 
follow GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter. 
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